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AN OAK TREE
[

Chai and Maria were planning to have their small Spring wedding
in the beautiful backyard behind their house. They had two brightly
flowered gardens in the yard, and a freshly painted white picket fence
that circled the deep green lawn. Also, a big oak tree stood in the
middle of the yard. In front of the tree was where they had planned to

stand during the wedding ceremony( * 1).

On the day before the ceremony, Chai was checking to see if
everything was perfect in the backyard. The next morning, he and
Maria would marry. There would be no time before the wedding to
make sure the backyard was just right. He walked around the backyard
like a careful detective inspecting every part of the lawn and the
gardens. Chai didn’t find anything in the grass or flower beds; there
were no shreds of litter (V1) or fallen twigs to dispose of. But at the
end of his search, he did look up at the great oak tree and noticed a
plastic bag (V2) which was caught on one of the high branches and

swaying in the warm breeze.

“What shall | do?” he asked himself. “That bag up there must not be
there in the morning!”

Chai was determined to remove the white and orange bag from the
oak tree. First, he took the garden hose from the shed and tied an

empty - but heavy - gas can to one end of it. He held onto the hose
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and began spinning the can in the air above his head. Then he launched
the can and hose into the tree, trying to catch the branch, not unlike a
fisherman( * 2) trying to catch a fish. But Chai lost his grip on the hose
and in a moment both hose and can were stuck in the tree with the

bag.

Chai shook his head, but he was still determined.

Next, he used a basketball to try and hit the hose, can, or bag out of
the tree. -That too got stuck between two big branches( * 3). The next
thing to get stuck was a rake, and then an old shoe. Then a lawn chair,
an ice-skate, a pail, a hoe, a sprinkler, a garbage can lid, a bicycle
wheel--- Half the things in Chai and Maria’s shed were hanging all over

that big oak tree in their backyard.

When Maria came outside from the house to see what Chai was doing,
both of them stood next to each other without saying a word. They
both looked up at the oak tree in amazement. Then the white and
orange bag became uncaught and blew out of their tree and yard. And
then, together, they began to laugh. They laughed like they had never
laughed before. And why wouldn’t they laugh? -They were in love and
would be married the next morning under a strange, but beautifully and

colorfully decorated tree!
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TEXT NOTES
(x1)

In front of the tree was where they had planned to stand during
the wedding ceremony.

ZOXIF LLTD 2 DIHlFsnzxEd,

1 DBI&. “In front of the tree was the place.” ZD“in front of ~” (X&1
B C [ ~DHICIEVWSEKRTYT, CCCTIFEIENBIEIN T, [ROFIEVWSZE
NEBETNTLWET, CNZE. TE+EFDIEICT D&, “The place was in front
of the tree.” (ZDGEFAIEARDEAEICHY LUz, ) T BHEMNEUDRT RV FKT,

2 DEDOXIE“They had planned to stand (there) during the wedding
ceremony.” (ES IFEIERDIFICZEIICIIDDEYTVELRZ, ) TT. D 2 DD
XIZHW T, “the place” &“there”BRIUIBFAIEER T DT, 5= R I R
“wWhere” T 2 DDOXZEDRIFTIo>TVESEBI=ONEAXICH DA T, HiT:A
“the place” [F&EETEET,

(*2) not unlike a fisherman

“not unlike~"T. T~&RA+HEH], EVWDEKRTY, “like”[ClE N~ [z, ~
ERIUELDRIEVDBIENHY  ENICRTDERIKRZINR DIEIEFFD “un-"HDL)
T I~ELTUVRN, ~E[TEDS IEVVDBIKRICRUERT , TBICENIChot” A DL
TWBDT [~ERU. ZBORWNIERDBDTT . AXD“not unlike a
fisherman”I&, BEMAERIU KD ICIEWVWSEHRTT, [T9ENT . AULS B &L
SETFIC, “not unlike ~"EVWORIBEFOICENTETET,

(*%3) That too got stuck between two big branches.

“stuck” & “stick” MBEDE, CBEEZDH) . “be B & —#EICES Z&ICK
SDTCIIIBEFET D ITTHFD BTIMNB<KRDIEVWDIRBERET LT JREBDOE
bR ITHT “get”" &E—BICESIZET . [ZDREICRD IEEZDDT, “get
stuck” [&. TEIHVR<RD, [FF D BINR<RD IEVLWDIRERICRYET, “That” &,
BICHETEREEDR/RYRUEEET 220 DEE. ZZTld“a basketball” =L T L)
X7,
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VOCABULARY

(V1) shreds of litter

“shred” IXB&E T, MtINIH, #1768, T2y d — 1 WS RERN <Y
RO E CFHNDAELZ VD TIFEWTUL DN BIFA Tl a2y —[Th T
5 HlN<YIBIEVWVSEIR CRENDNE T,

“litter’ld. BETIKT . ZH 1. “litter can” TrEE=&FH]. “litter bag” ¢IOd3
LIEVVOBRKICRYET,

(V2) a plastic bag

A—/\—DEZTENZEBET . BE2EEDZ ANSRZ, HAETIIIEZ—
WERIEEWVWEITH, HKETE plastic bag’&EVE T AF DT DIEZ—ILIICD
DUHBMUTVBDIE, “vinyl”&EWSEETI M, EIC vinyl chloridelt&{tE=—Jb ]
BREANEMBZERTESITHEONET T REE. lva'inll(T71FIL) EXEBEL. Y
HFTDTEZ—IV1EFEBRYFET,

[EZ—LI1EWS AT AT RMEDNBIEZ—)V/I\DR | EINEFEE T, FEETIE.
“plastic house”XIZ“plastic greenhouse” EELVET,
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